NYMPHS AND GODDESSES

room to Oudry, and those in the music room to Pierre. For
her bedroom. Van Loo had painted Pompadour as a Turkish
sultaness. Adam and Falconet had peopled the antechamber
with marble nymphs and goddesses; in the garden there was
the statue of Louis (destroyed in the Revolution) and Pigalle's
famous statues of Love and Friendship.

In a letter describing Bellevue, Pompadour wrote to her
friend Madame de Lutzelbourg: 'The principal charm of the
place is its delicious view. The house, though not very big, is
convenient and charming, without any kind of ostentation.
We perform a few comedies there.' This letter with its tone of
studied casualness does not deceive us; Pompadour was
always very guarded in her correspondence, for she knew that
her letters might be opened by one of her enemies.